CLASS TITLE:
Laboratory Technician – Water Treatment Plant




Neuse Regional Water and Sewer Authority – Kinston, NC
PURPOSE OF CLASS:  Performs technical, analytical laboratory work involving routine and non-routine microbiological and chemical analysis of water.  Under general supervision, performs responsible laboratory testing and record keeping; performs related work as required.

EXAMPLES OF TASKS PERFORMED WITHIN CLASS:  (Any one position may not include all of the tasks listed, nor do the examples necessarily include all of the tasks performed.)

Primary Tasks:  Extreme accuracy is exercised in completing non-routine tests; independent judgment and initiative are used in scheduling work; some supervision is exercised periodically; work is performed under general supervision and is evaluated for accuracy of tests and completeness of subsequent reports; performs difficult wet chemistry testing; performs difficult wet chemistry testing; performs standardization of stock solutions; develops research and treatability experiments; capable of conducting all functions of the laboratory in the absence of the Chemist; analyze test results; compiles data and writes reports on findings; maintains accurate records on laboratory activities; performs equipment maintenance, troubleshooting and method development; maintains quality control records; responsible for the analytical regime and compilation of results on special projects; assists customers with water quality inquires, requests, or complaints; provides onsite investigations of complaints if needed; promotes safety awareness and enforces safety policy; performs advanced chemical, biochemical, microbiological and physical tests on water, residuals, and groundwater; fully competent and proficient in the operation of sophisticated scientific equipment and have independent ability to perform complex procedures and techniques with accuracy.

Equipment Operated:    Included but not limited to – Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer (flame and furnace), flow  injection nutrient analyzer, personal computers employing various data collection and analysis software, autosamplers, remote samplers, selective ion analyzer, dissolved oxygen meter, ambient and dissolved gases meter, various microscopes ranging from dissecting to oil immersion, amperiometric titrators, digestion, and extraction equipment, water baths, ovens, furnaces, and incubators, portable groundwater well purge/sample equipment, portable and benchtop, pH/D.O./conductivity/temperature probes, autoclaves, centrifuge, distilled/deionized water systems, benchtop spectrophotometer, analytical balances, TOC Analyzer.

Working Conditions:  This is light work requiring the exertion of up to 20 pounds of force occasionally, up to 10 pounds of force frequently, and a negligible amount of force constantly to move objects; work requires climbing, stooping, kneeling, reaching, fingering, grasping, and repetitive motions; vocal communication is required for expressing or exchanging ideas by mean of the spoken word; hearing is required to perceive information at normal spoken word levels; visual acuity is required for preparing and analyzing written or computer data, visual inspection involving small defects and/or small parts, use of measuring devices, operation of machines and operation of motor vehicles or equipment; the worker is subject to inside and outside environmental conditions, extreme cold, extreme heat, hazards, and atmospheric conditions; the  workers may be exposed to bloodborne pathogens and may be required to wear specialized personal protective equipment.
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Laboratory Technician
QUALIFICATIONS
 OF CLASS:

Education:  Associate’s Degree in Chemistry, Environmental Health/Science, Biology, or closely related field required plus two years experience in a municipal or commercial laboratory or a Bachelor of Science degree and a demonstrated ability to operate the listed equipment or any combination of the above.

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities:  Knowledge of water treatment processes, chemical land bacteriological characteristics of water and standard methods of sampling and analysis of water or the ability to acquire such knowledge rapidly.

Ability to perform research work, make chemical tests and interpret results in order to prepare analytical reports; ability to make mathematical calculations with speed and accuracy; ability to perform preventive maintenance, troubleshoot and develop methods for sophisticated analytical equipment; ability to work independently; able to initiate projects and carry to completion with general supervision only.

Knowledge of theory and application of chemistry, biochemistry, microbiology, waste management, analytical instrumentation and chemical hygiene; knowledge of federal, state and local water and pollution control related regulations.

Must possess strong communication skills.

Fully competent and proficient in the operation of sophisticated scientific equipment and have independent ability to perform complex procedures and techniques with accuracy.

Possession of Water Operator Certification desired but not required.

Participation in voluntary state laboratory technician certification program desirable.

Special Requirements:   Possession of a valid North Carolina driver’s license.

Competitive Benefits Package

Salary:  Dependant upon Qualifications

For application, please contact:  NRWASA – 252-522-2567

Submit letter of interest, salary requirements and Resume to:  Executive Director









   P.O. Box 6277









   Kinston, NC  28501
Applications will be taken until January 2008.

Plant Operation will begin April 2008.
